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June 17, 2008[image: image3.png]

Independent Metals Co.

Attn: Mick O'Farrell 


747 S Monroe St

Seattle, WA   98106

Subject:  Results from the Environmental Compliance Inspection: Corrective action required.


Dear Mick O'Farrell:


Thank you for your cooperation during the inspection that was conducted at your facility at 747 S Monroe St.  Inspections of commercial and industrial properties are being conducted as part of a King County and Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) joint program to assist businesses in reducing the amount of pollutants discharged to the Duwamish waterway via storm drains and combined sewer overflows.  SPU is also inspecting businesses to ensure that they are in compliance with the City’s Stormwater, Grading, and Drainage Code (SMC 22.800).


During the inspection several items were identified that must be addressed under SPU’s stormwater pollution prevention program.  It is your responsibility to comply with the City code.  If compliance is not achieved in a timely manner enforcement actions may be taken.  The following is the list of corrective actions we discussed during the inspection:

Spill Management:


· Please complete a written spill plan and post at appropriate locations at the facility (near the waste storage area or near the phone). Your operation includes one or more of the high-risk pollution generating activities listed in SMC 22.800. Accordingly, you must implement a spill plan.  The spill plan should specifically state information on how to handle an emergency situation, including who to call and what actions to take.   I have included a spill plan template with this letter.


· Please obtain a drain cover and put spill materials in an easily accessible location, clearly marked "Spill Kit."  Use the drain cover to during spills to protect the drain.

· Please educate your employees about the spill plan and spill kit.  This is the most important step of the spill plan.  Please provide documentation of your employee training. 

· Use absorbent pads, granular sorbent or rags to clean up leaks and spills as they occur.  At the time of my visit, there were spills and staining in the lot and around the storage containers.  Cleaning up leaks and spills as they occur keeps pollutants out of the drainage system and reduces the need for expensive catch basin maintenance.  SPU has responded to at least one spill due to activities associated with your business. If future spill responses are necessary, SPU reserves the right to charge Independent Metals for the costs associated with these spill responses if they occur as a result of your business operations. 

Detention/Drainage System Maintenance


· Please clean the detention system and catch basins at the site.  During the inspection, the detention system and drains at the site had residual oil and sediment in the structures. The detention system is not designed to treat stormwater or remove oil or other contaminants from stormwater at your site.  Do not discharge contaminants to the drainage system.  I have enclosed a list of contractors that would perform this work for you or you can look up contractors in the yellow pages.  Keep all maintenance records on file.


Waste Management


· Properly store and dispose of wastes including waste oil, antifreeze, batteries, electronics, ballasts, capacitors, and metal chips, and coolant.  During the inspection, there were residual liquids on the ground surface at the site in and around storage areas and around the scrap metal pile on the southwest portion of the site.  Some of the liquid appeared to be from an oil/coolant mixture associated with scrap metal chips being received by your facility. Other residual liquids appeared to be associated with scrap automobiles and automobile parts.  Please segregate metal chips to contain the residual liquids. Store all wastes, including waste liquids, in closed water-tight containers.  You mentioned during the inspection that you plan to create a waste storage area under the west side of the building with cover and secondary containment. Please use this area to properly store wastes prior to disposal. 

· Maintain copies of all receipts and other paperwork given to you by the waste disposal vendor.  Receipts track your waste from your site to the hauler and, in some cases, to the receiving facility.   Keep your records for at least five years (forever is a good policy).  You need to be concerned about these issues because your signature is on the manifests.  Your signature identifies you as the person ultimately responsible for the proper disposal of your hazardous wastes.


· Storage areas for fuels and hazardous materials should have secondary containment to contain spills and leaks from tipped, overfilled, or ruptured containers.  The containment should be able to hold 10 percent of the capacity of all stored containers or 110 percent of the capacity of the largest container, whichever is greatest.  Also, keep bungs in drums and caps on containers when you are not dispensing from or filling them to prevent accidental spills and exposure to harmful and flammable vapors.


· All waste containers need labels identifying their contents.  If the material is hazardous waste it should have a hazardous waste label that identifies its contents, health risks, flammability, reactivity, and required personal protection. Apply labels and position containers so labels are clearly visible.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the above identified stormwater pollution prevention corrections, please contact Brian Robinson at (206) 733-9160 or Brian.Robinson@seattle.gov.

I will return to re-inspect your property within 30 days to ensure that the necessary corrections have been completed.  SPU wants to assist business owners in bringing their businesses into compliance voluntarily.  However, it is your responsibility to comply with the City code.  If compliance is not achieved in a timely manner, a Notice of Violation may be issued that could result in a fine of up to $500 for each day the violation continues.  


SPU is working to reduce pollution in our drainage system and local surface waters.  Implementing best management practices at your property is the most effective way to prevent pollutants from entering your storm drains, which ultimately discharge into the Duwamish Waterway.  With your help we can improve stormwater quality in Seattle. 

Sincerely,


Brian Robinson

Environmental Compliance Inspector

Enclosure(s):
Spill Plan Template


Drainage Contractor List
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Tel: (206) 684-5851, TTY/TDD: (206) 233-7241, Fax: (206) 684-4631, Internet Address: http://www.seattle.gov/util/


An equal employment opportunity, affirmative action employer.  Accommodations for people with disabilities provided upon request
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Independent Metals Co.

Attn:  Robb Smith

747 S Monroe St

Seattle, WA 98106

Subject:  Results from the Environmental Compliance re-inspection

Dear Robb Smith:


Thank you for your cooperation during the recent inspection process at 747 S Monroe St.  As you know, inspections of commercial and industrial properties are being conducted as part of a King County and Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) joint program to assist businesses in reducing the amount of pollutants discharged to the Duwamish waterway via storm drains and combined sewer overflows.  SPU is also inspecting businesses to ensure that they are in compliance with the City’s Stormwater, Grading, and Drainage Code (SMC 22.800).


Thank you for making the necessary stormwater corrections at your facility.  Areas of environmental compliance inspected included industrial waste discharges, stormwater pollutant source control requirements, and general hazardous product storage and disposal practices.  Please note that King County, the State Department of Ecology, the Seattle Police Department, and the Seattle Department of Planning and Development also participated in the initial inspection process and may have other corrective actions required.   

Implementing best management practices at your property is the most efficient and cost effective way to prevent pollutants from entering your storm drains, which ultimately discharge into the Duwamish Waterway.  An inspector may return to your business in the future to review your pollution prevention practices and relay current and relevant technical information. 


More information about the SPU surface water quality program can be found on the SPU web site at http://www.seattle.gov/util/Services/Drainage_&_Sewer/index.asp.  Information about the King County Industrial Waste Program can be found at http://dnr.metrokc.gov/wlr/indwaste/index.htm.  Information concerning the King County Local Hazardous Waste Management Program can be found at http://www.govlink.org/hazwaste.


If you have any questions or concerns regarding this letter, please contact me at (206) 733-9160 or Brian.Robinson@seattle.gov.


Sincerely,


Brian Robinson

Environmental Compliance Inspector
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DATE:  July 7, 2008

TO:  
Mr. Mick O'Farrell


Independent Metals


747 S. Monroe Street


Seattle, WA 98106


FROM: Sue Hamilton


 Interagency Compliance Team Coordinator


 EMAIL: Sue.Hamilton@kingcounty.gov

 PHONE: 206-263-3045

SUBJECT: Multiagency inspection follow-up


SITE: Independent Metals

SITE INSPECTION DATE: June 12, 2008

SITE CONTACTS: Mr. Mick O’Farrell

SITE LOCATION: 747 S. Monroe Street, Seattle, WA 98106

AGENCY REPRESENTATIVES: 


King County Industrial Waste: Jim Sifford


Seattle Police Department: Detective Christine Fenkner


Seattle Public Utilities: Brian Robinson


Seattle Department of Planning and Development: Eric Jenkins and Gerry Miyazaki

Washington Department of Ecology: Elliott Zimmermann

PURPOSE: This document lists concerns/issues that the above agencies observed during the June 12, 2008 multiagency inspection at your facility.  Each agency will be taking any appropriate and normal actions they deem necessary; however, the purpose of this document is to avoid any possible confusion among agency requirements at your site.  Below, each agency is listed with their relevant concerns/issues.  Please keep in mind that these are initial concerns and others may be identified at a later date.  If you have any questions regarding these concerns/issues, please contact the appropriate agency directly.

KING COUNTY INDUSTRIAL WASTE


Jim Sifford


PHONE: 206-263-3008


EMAIL: Jim.Sifford@kingcounty.gov

· Any person who conducts a commercial or industrial operation of any type that results in the disposal of liquid waste material including contaminated stormwater into a sewerage system shall procure a waste discharge permit. If you are discharging to the King County sanitary sewer system without a permit, you must file an application immediately to legalize that discharge.

· The current stormwater detention vault at your site is not an approved oil/water separator and is not designed to provide pretreatment of contaminated stormwater or remove oil or other pollutants from the stormwater.

· A permit fee must be paid for each new or renewed permit as specified in K.C.C. 28.84.060. King County will bill the fee at the time the permit application is complete. Fees for monitoring of your discharge may also be required.


SEATTLE PUBLIC UTILITIES


Brian Robinson

PHONE: (206) 733-9160

EMAIL: Brian.Robinson@Seattle.gov

Spill Management


· Please complete a written spill plan and post at appropriate locations at the facility (near the waste storage area or near the phone). Your operation includes one or more of the high-risk pollution generating activities listed in SMC 22.800. Accordingly, you must implement a spill plan.


· Please obtain a drain cover and put spill materials in an easily accessible location, clearly marked "Spill Kit." Use the drain cover during spills to protect the drain.


· Please educate your employees about the spill plan and spill kit. This is the most important step of the spill plan. Please provide documentation of your employee training.


· Use absorbent pads, granular sorbent or rags to clean up leaks and spills as they occur. Cleaning up leaks and spills as they occur keeps pollutants out of the drainage system and reduces the need for expensive catch basin maintenance. SPU has responded to at least one spill due to activities associated with your business. If future spill responses are necessary, SPU reserves the right to charge Independent Metals for the costs associated with these spill responses if they occur as a result of your business operations.

Detention Drainage System Maintenance

· Please clean the detention system and catch basins at the site. During the inspection, the detention system and drains at the site had residual oil and sediment in the structures. The detention system is not designed to treat stormwater or remove oil or other contaminants from stormwater at your site.

· Do not discharge contaminants to the drainage system. 

· Keep all maintenance records on file.

Waste Management


· Properly store and dispose of wastes including waste oil, antifreeze, batteries, electronics, ballasts, capacitors, and metal chips, and coolant. During the inspection, there were residual liquids on the ground surface at the site in and around storage areas and around the scrap metal pile on the southwest portion of the site. Some of the liquid appeared to be from an oil/coolant mixture associated with scrap metal chips being received by your facility. Other residual liquids appeared to be associated with scrap automobiles and automobile parts. 


· Please segregate metal chips to contain the residual liquids. Store all wastes, including waste liquids, in closed water-tight containers.  


· Maintain copies of all receipts and other paperwork given to you by the waste disposal vendor. Receipts track your waste from your site to the hauler and, in some cases, to the receiving facility. Keep your records for at least five years (forever is a good policy).


· Storage areas for fuels and hazardous materials should have secondary containment to contain spills and leaks from tipped, overfilled, or ruptured containers. The containment should be able to hold 10 percent of the capacity of all stored containers or 110 percent of the capacity of the largest container, whichever is greatest. 


· Keep bungs in drums and caps on containers when you are not dispensing from or filling them to prevent accidental spills and exposure to harmful and flammable vapors.


· All waste containers need labels identifying their contents. If the material is hazardous waste it should have a hazardous waste label that identifies its contents, health risks, flammability, reactivity, and required personal protection. Apply labels and position containers so labels are clearly visible.


SEATTLE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT


Eric Jenkins 

PHONE: 206-733-9273

EMAIL: eric.jenkins@seattle.gov

Notices of Violation have been issued for violations on three of the eight parcels being used by Independent Metals for its business activities.  A Notice of Violation has been issued to require that the uses be properly established and to obtain final approval for any permits at 740 S Elmgrove St, where the permit that would establish the outdoor storage use expired without receiving final inspection approval.  Notices of Violation also have been issued for 8003 8th Avene South and 7919 8th Avenue South, where the outdoor storage use being made of the sites has not been established by permit.  In addition, any other pending unexpired permits at the site must receive final inspection approval in order for the uses at the property to be legally established, and other Notices of Violation may be issued as other violations are identified.


· 740 S Elmgrove St: issued Notice of Violation for expired permit and land use.


· 8003 8th Ave S:  issued Notice of Violation for Use not established.


· 7919 8th Ave S:  issued Notice of Violation for Use not established. 

SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT


Detective Christine Fenkner


PHONE: 206-684-8946


EMAIL: christine.fenkner@seattle.gov

· All license plates need to be removed from cars at the point that they enter the yard.  You can cut them in half and keep them for recycling but they must be immediately removed from the car.  


· Stock numbers must be marked on the vehicles as you receive them into the yard.  Use a marker of some type so that the numbers are visible to inspectors.  I have been informed that you do not dismantle or sell parts off of those cars, but take them directly to Seattle Iron and Metals for disposal. Under these circumstances you only need to mark the car once, as compared to other wrecking yards that mark the vehicles in multiple places.    


· Cars that are brought into the yard must be accompanied by ownership documents, such as a title, junk vehicle affidavit, etc.  When you buy auto component parts (doors, engines, transmissions, frames, cabs, front or rear differentials, front or rear clips, quarter panels, fenders, truck bed or box, bucket seats, hoods or airbags) you must acquire a bill of sale from the seller (you must verify the seller’s name and address) and obtain the VIN, if possible, from the vehicle that they are taken from.  This is outlined in RCW 46.80.080 (portions of):  


“(1) Every vehicle wrecker shall maintain books or files in which the wrecker shall keep a record and a description of:
     (a) Every vehicle wrecked (brought into the yard), dismantled, disassembled, or substantially altered by the wrecker; and
     (b) Every major component part acquired by the wrecker; together with a bill of sale signed by a seller whose identity has been verified and the name and address of the person, firm, or corporation from whom the wrecker purchased the vehicle or part. Major component parts other than cores shall be further identified by the vehicle identification number of the vehicle from which the part came.
     (4) The records shall be maintained by the licensee at his or her established place of business for a period of three years from the date of acquisition….”

WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY


Elliott Zimmermann 


PHONE: 425-649-7072


EMAIL: ezim461@ecy.wa.gov 


· For spills and discharges, the responsible person must take appropriate mitigation and control actions. Tramp oil and cutting fluids are draining from metal turnings onto the ground.  This is considered to be a spill to the environment, and action must be taken to prevent it from occurring in the future. Assure that releases of tramp oil and cutting fluids from metal turnings are prevented from being released to the environment.   Methods can include secondary containment, berming, putting containers under cover, etc.  

· There were no spill kits located in the outside areas of Independent Metals where there was likelihood of spills of oil and other potential environmentally contaminating liquids. Provide spill kits in outdoor areas where spills are likely to occur.  

· A lead/acid battery was observed outside, not under cover, and not in secondary containment.  Spent lead acid batteries are hazardous wastes if they are not recycled or returned to a battery manufacturer for regeneration. Store lead acid batteries under cover, away from close proximity to bare soil, and, ideally, within secondary containment 

· In addition to the specific dangerous waste regulatory requirements, general “good housekeeping” practices (“best management practices”) help assure that a company handles hazardous materials in an environmentally sound manner. Better “housekeeping practices” at Independent Metals would contribute to improved all-around environmental management at the facility.  In particular, Ecology believes having Independent Metals’ staff supervise the unloading of metals by third parties (non-employees) onto the Independent Metals scrap heap would greatly reduce unloading of prohibited materials.

E-cc: 
Jim Sifford, King County Industrial Waste


Eric Jenkins, Department of Planning and Development



Gerry Miyazaki, Department of Planning and Development



Diane Davis, Department of Planning and Development



Charles Hawkins, Seattle Fire Marshal’s Office 



Detective Christine Fenkner, Seattle Police Department


Eric Autry, Seattle Public Utilities 



Brian Robinson, Seattle Public Utilities




Dan O’Malley, US EPA




Bill Lasby, Public Health – Seattle & King County



Teri Barclay, Public Health – Seattle & King County


Dic Gribbon, Puget Sound Clean Air Agency 


Elliott Zimmermann, Washington Department of Ecology












































